A chimeric live attenuated vaccine against Japanese encephalitis.
Japanese encephalitis is a disease of the CNS, endemic in Asia and Oceania. The disease is refractory to drug treatments and whilst the rural economies remain heavily dependent on agriculture, conditions for propagation of the disease will persist. Thus, there is a need for effective vaccines. Although some currently exist, they have their shortcomings. ChimeriVax-JE (Acambis Inc.) is a chimeric, live attenuated vaccine which expresses protective Japanese encephalitis antigens and to date has proven to be safe, effective and well-tolerated in clinical trials. It therefore appears to be a cost-effective prophylactic vaccine against this debilitating disease.